
Book Clubs

Active Reading Engagement!
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Purpose:  
Book Club is a time when students self-select books to read and discuss in small groups. 

We have created this Book Club unit to help you implement it into your classroom. This 

resource includes several useful documents such as schedules, assignments, guides, 

contracts, exit tickets, and more. 
 

Included in this Book Club resource:  
▪ Book Club Introduction Slideshow (8-slides)  

▪ Editable Parent Letter (1-page)  
▪ Author’s Craft and Reflection Guide (1-page) 

▪ Bookmark (1-page; 3 per page))  
▪ Daily Assignment Reflection (1-page)  
▪ Daily Assignment (1-page) 

▪ Daily Grading Rubric (1-page) 

▪ Discussion Guidelines (1-page)  
▪ Discussion Rubric (1-page) 

▪ Discussion Starters (1-page)  
▪ Editable Book Club Schedule (1-page) 

▪ Editable Book Club Group Template (1-page)  
▪ End of Book Club Reflection (2-pages)  
▪ Exit Ticket (1-page) 

▪ Group Self-Assessment (1-page)  
▪ Looks Like/Sounds Like Chart (1-page) 

▪ Main Character Study (1-page) 

▪ Student Contract (1-page) 

▪ Teacher Book Group Notes (1-page)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club 
Teacher Tips 
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GETTING STARTED:  
1. Before starting Book Club in our classroom, select about 6-7 books that youl feel are good 

titles for the students to choose from and that have a wide variety of reading levels. 

Besides your own classroom library and your teacher colleagues, use your school and 

district libraries to find multiple copies. 

2. Once you have the titles, read the book jacket aloud to the students so they know what 

the book is about. Often, other students will chime in if they have read the book too.  

3. Then, have your students sign up for Book Clubs. See the Editable Book Club Group 

Template handout for  helpful organization of groups. For discussion purposes, try to have 

at least three students per book. If there are only two students, and one student is sick, 

that Book Club group would not be able to operate.  

4. Before starting Book Club, you may find it helpful to send a letter home to families so they 

know what Book Club is all about.  

5. After getting the students excited about their books and are ready to begin, show them 

the Book Club Introduction Slideshow. This slideshow shares the purpose, expectations, 

tools that will help them, and how to experience success. This is a perfect lead to the 

Student Contract that you will want them all to sign.  

6. Next, have your students get into their Book Groups and hand each student a Bookmark. 

Inform the students that as a group, they will decide on the number of pages (or 

chapters) to be read each day.  

7. It’s importatnt to try to have all book clubs finish around the same time (about 12 days). 

8. You will want to use the Editable Book Club Schedule to record the pages the groups 

select so you can track what groups are reading daily. 

 

Daily work:  
⎯ Included with this resource are some different options for daily work that you can pick and 

choose from.  

⎯ The Daily Assignment and Daily Assignment Reflection allow students to reflect on their 

reading. You will want students to have the Author’s Craft and Refleciton Guide handout 

to help them.  

⎯ Also included is a Main Character Study activity to help students dive deeper into the 

main characters in the book.  

 

ASSESSMENT:  
Also included with this resource multiple forms of assessment for you to choose from. There’s a 

Daily Grading Rubric, Discussion Rubric, Group Self-Assessment Rubric, and an End of Book Club 

Reflection. It is important to hold the students accountable for their work. 
 

Your Struggling Students: 

Book Club should provide motivation for your students, but like any activity, there will still be some 

students who have a hard time getting started and working each day. These students will need 

your guidance. Here are some tips on how to connect with your struggling students: 

▪ It will be important that you are as excited as you can when helping these students on 

their daily tasks. Showing them that you care about the book they are reading will 

hopefully help burn a fire within them! 

▪ Check-in with your struggling students daily. They may need guidance on where to begin 

and how to work each day. 

▪ Allow your struggling students to do partner reading and work with a classmate to do the 

daily requirements. 

▪ Be there for them through the entire process. Your struggling students will notice the 

interest that you have in their learning! 
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Book Club  

Author’s Craft & Reflection Guide 
 

Character Development 
▪ What do you notice about the character’s words, actions, thoughts? How does this affect the story? 

▪ How does the character change over time? What impact does that have on the plot of the story? 
 

Vivid & Sensory Details 
▪ How do the descriptive details help you understand what is happening in the story? 
 

Figurative Language*  
*Look for similes, metaphors, personification, hyperboles, oxymoron, onomatopoeia, idioms, and alliteration. 
▪ How does the use of figurative language affect the story? 

▪ Why do you think the author chose to use figurative language in this spot of the story? 
 

Signposts 
 

 

Contrasts & 

Contradictions 

 

When a character does something that contrasts with what you’d expect 

or contradicts his earlier acts or statements, STOP and ask, “Why is the 

character doing that?” The answer will help you make predictions and 

draw inferences about the plot and conflict. 
 

 

Aha Moment 

 

When a character realizes, understands, or finally figures out something, 

STOP and ask yourself, “How might this change things?” If it is about a 

problem, it tells you something about the conflict. If it is a life lesson, it tells 

you something about the theme. 
 

 

Again and Again 

 

When you notice a word, phrase, or situation mentioned over and over, 

STOP and ask yourself, “Why does this keep happening again and again?” 

The answer will tell you about the theme and conflict, or will foreshadow 

what might happen later in the story. 
 

 

Tough Question 

 

When a character asks himself/herself a very difficult question, STOP and 

ask yourself, “What does this question make me wonder about?” The 

answer will tell you about the conflict, and help you think about what 

might happen later in the story. 
 

 

Words of the Wiser 

 

When a character (probably older and wiser) takes the main character 

aside and offers serious advice. STOP and ask, “What’s the life lesson and 

how might it affect the character?” This lesson is probably connected to 

the theme of the story. 
 

 

Memory Moment 

 

When the author interrupts the action to tell you about a memory, STOP 

and ask yourself, “Why might this memory be important?” The answer will 

tell you about the theme and conflict, or will foreshadow what might 

happen later in the story. 
 

 

Internal Thinking 
▪ What is the character thinking?  

▪ How does this change things?  

▪ What effect will that have on the story?   

Reflection 

Guide 
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Book Club Book _____________________________________ Name _______________________ Date _________ Class ____ 
 

Day ____ Author’s Craft 
Place a check mark (√) next to the Author’s  

Craft you found in today’s reading. 

 Evidence from Text 
What did you notice about the author’s craft? Include evidence  

from the text in your response. Please include the page number. 

 Character Development    

 Vivid & Sensory Details 

 Figurative Language       

 Signposts 

 Internal Thinking 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection: Reflect about what you read in regard to author’s craft. Do your best in-depth thinking! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summary: Write down the main events in today’s reading. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Question: Write one open-ended discussion question from the reading that can be shared. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Day ____ Author’s Craft 
Place a check mark (√) next to the Author’s  

Craft you found in today’s reading. 

 Evidence from Text 
What did you notice about the author’s craft? Include evidence  

from the text in your response. Please include the page number. 

 Character Development    

 Vivid & Sensory Details 

 Figurative Language       

 Signposts 

 Internal Thinking 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection: Reflect about what you read in regard to author’s craft. Do your best in-depth thinking! 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summary: Write down the main events in today’s reading. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Question: Write one open-ended discussion question from the reading that can be shared. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Reflection 

Format 
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Book Group  

Discussion Rubric 
 

Student _______________________________ Date ______________ Class ________ 
 

Standard 1 Literature:  
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly.  
 

Below Standard (1) Basic Understanding (2) Meets Standard (3) Exceeds Standard (4) 

 
No evidence presented 

to support questions  

and comments 

 
Used evidence from the 

text to support questions 

and comments 

 

Used textual evidence 

(page numbers) to 

support questions  

and comments;  

evidence was specific 

 

Used textual evidence 

(directed group members 

to page or section) to 

support questions and 

comments; evidence was 

specific and powerful 
 

 

Standard 2 Literature:  
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide 

a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 

Below Standard (1) Basic Understanding (2) Meets Standard (3) Exceeds Standard (4) 

 
Demonstrated an 

inaccurate 

understanding of the 

assigned reading; didn’t 

really understand the 

details of the story  

 

 
Demonstrated a 

somewhat complete 

understanding of the 

assigned reading; 

explained a few  

story elements 

 
Indicated a complete 

understanding of the 

assigned reading; 

analyzed the interaction 

of several elements 
 

 

Indicated “above 

average” understanding 

of the assigned reading; 

thoroughly analyzed  

the interaction of  

several elements 
 

 

Standard 1 Speaking and Listening:  
Engage effectively in collaborative discussions building on others' ideas and expressing their own 

clearly. 
 

Below Standard (1) Basic Understanding (2) Meets Standard (3) Exceeds Standard (4) 

 
Wasn’t prepared  

for discussion; did not 

respond to questions  

or responses 

 

Did not demonstrate 

being prepared for 

discussion; did/didn’t 

contribute questions or 

comments and/or 

respond to others’ 

questions and comments 

 

Demonstrated being 

prepared for discussion 

by contributing questions 

and comments; 

responded to others’ 

questions and comments 

with evidence, 

observations, and ideas 
 

 

Demonstrated being 

prepared for discussion 

by contributing questions 

and comments that 

moved the discussion 

forward; responded to 

others’ questions with 

very relevant ideas  

 

Overall Score/Grade: _______ 

 

Comments: 

 

Discussion 

Rubric 


