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An Informational Text Activity 

The Battle of Yorktown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In April of 1781, British General Cornwallis moved from the Carolinas up into 

Virginia. British Commanding General Clinton ordered Cornwallis to Yorktown to 

fortify the Chesapeake Bay area in an attempt to prevent Virginia from 

providing supplies to the Northern colonies during the Revolutionary War. Clinton 

and Cornwallis knew that they could end the war if they could cut off supplies to 

the colonies. Cornwallis arrived in Yorktown on August 1 and began to work on 

fortifications. 

 

Back in New York, French General Comte de Rochambeau and four of his regiments had 

joined up with General George Washington’s Continental army. Washington still had not 

been able to take control of the city. In August of 1781, word reached the two generals that 

the French had offered some naval support to the Patriots. They would not come to New 

York City, but would begin to travel to the Chesapeake Bay area from the Caribbean. This 

meant that the allied forces would have over 400 miles of marching ahead of them if they 

wanted to meet up with the French fleet before it had to return in late October. The allied 

generals agreed to send troops to Virginia to try and stop Cornwallis. 

 

Before leaving New York City, Washington wanted to give the 

appearance that the Continental Army was still positioning its troops 

to lay siege to the British-controlled city, so he had tents assembled 

and left around 2,000 troops. The soldiers practiced military drills and 

even baked bread to give the appearance that it was an active 

camp.  

 

Back in Virginia, on September 5, 1781, French Admiral de Grasse’s fleet of ships that had 

arrived a few days earlier helped to drive off a fleet of British warships attempting to assist 

Cornwallis. Shortly after this small victory, the allied forces from New York arrived and were 

able to join the fight. They began to attack the first defense line of the British and were able 

to overtake those defenses and move closer to the more fortified barriers of Redoubts 9 and 

10 at Yorktown. 

 

Yorktown 

Virginia Chesapeake 

Bay 

General 
Cornwallis 

New York 

New York City 
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A night attack for October 14 was planned. The French would take 400 of their men and 

attack Redoubt 9, while the Patriots would take 400 of their men and attack Redoubt 10. 

They would not load their muskets and had their bayonets fixed as this was to be a sneak 

attack. Both the French and Patriots easily stormed both British fortifications where around 

100 British and German soldiers protected those fortifications. Now the second line of 

defense had fallen and the armies were within 400 yards of the British. Cornwallis was left with 

few options. 

 

By October 15, 1781, the army of French and Patriots totaled over 15,000 soldiers. They now 

had surrounded Yorktown by both land and sea. Cornwallis knew he had to move away 

from the area. He ordered some of his troops to cross the York River during the night. 

However, there was a terrible storm and they were unsuccessful. 

 

The French and Americans began a constant bombardment of the British 

inner defenses on October 17. They relentlessly fired cannons around the 

clock. This forced Cornwallis to send out a few of his soldiers to offer to 

meet to discuss terms of surrender. Representatives of the French, 

American, and British forces met at the home of Augustine Moore to write 

out the terms of surrender. 

 

On October 19, 1781, General Cornwallis officially surrendered his army of 7,000 British and 

German soldiers to the allied forces of America and France. Saying that he was ill, Cornwallis 

did not attend the surrender ceremony. He sent his second in command General Charles 

O’Hara. O’Hara mistook Rochambeau for Washington when he went to present the sword. 

When he was corrected, Washington directed his second in command General Benjamin 

Lincoln to accept the sword. Then the British regiments surrendered their arms. 

 

The Battle of Yorktown proved to be the final decisive battle of the Revolutionary War. 

Without help from the French, America may not have won the war. Yorktown will forever be 

remembered as the place where America truly became a nation. 
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The Battle of Yorktown 

Comprehension Questions   
 

Name ___________________________ Date ______________ Class ______ 
 

Directions: Answer the questions below about the Yorktown passage. Use complete sentences. If you 

need more space, feel free to use the back of this handout. 
 

1. Why was Cornwallis sent to Virginia? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What did General Washington do in New York City to make it appear that there was still a large 

force present? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. According to the text, how did the French fleet help the Americans? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Why were the defeats at Redoubts 9 and 10 crucial to the success of the Continental army? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Summarize what happened at the surrender. 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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An Informational Text Activity 

The Lost Colony of roanoke 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine being dropped off on a foreign land where you are thousands of miles from home. 

No one speaks your language, and you do not have the necessary tools or knowledge to 

grow your own food. How would you do? This exact scenario played out over 400 years ago 

on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. 

 

Sir Walter Raleigh was commissioned by Queen Elizabeth I of England to begin a colony in 

the New World. Raleigh sent Captains Philip Armadas and Arthur Barlowe to explore the area 

in 1584. Two boats arrived on the North Carolina coast and they established relations with 

the Algonquian tribe. The English spent several weeks living on the island, learning from the 

Algonquians and returned to England with two natives, Manteo and Wanchese.  

 

In 1585, seven ships carrying 600 Englishmen returned to Roanoke Island. Their goals were to 

occupy land for England, discover precious metals, and create a fort where they could raid 

Spanish ships passing by. The new land was to be named “Virginia” in honor of the virgin 

queen of England. Sir Richard Greenville watched over the construction of the fort and then 

gave control to Ralph Lane before heading back to England. Lane was left with 107 soldiers 

and colonists. One of the colonists that stayed was artist John White. He captured many of 

the native plants and animals along with daily life of the Algonquian tribe.  

 

Relations became strained with the locals, as the English depended more and more on them 

for food. The Native Americans also began to die because of the diseases the English 

brought with them. Lane’s worry of the Algonquian overthrowing his colony led to the 

murder of Chief Wingina. Greenville did not return, but an English fleet led by Sir Francis 

Drake stopped and was able to take most of the colonists home. When Greenville did return, 

he found 15 men that stayed behind to maintain the fort in America. 

 

John White led the next voyage in 1587. This time women and children were brought along 

to help establish a true colony. They planned to start their colony on the Chesapeake Bay, 

but first stopped on Roanoke Island to pick up the 15 men. The pilot of the boat refused to 

take them any further, so they decided to stay on the island to begin the colony.  
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The relations with the Algonquian remained tenuous. It was reported that a member of the 

tribe had killed a settler while crabbing. Colonists retaliated by attacking a nearby Native 

American village. The situation became worse as food supplies ran low. White left for 

England to gather supplies and return. When White reached England, the country was at 

war with Spain. White pleaded with the queen to return, but was not granted his wish until 

three years later in 1590. 

 

Upon returning to America, White had found that the colony had vanished. The only 

remnant left was the word “Croatoan” carved into a post and “Cro” carved into a tree. 

There were no signs of violence around the abandoned fort. White and his men tried to 

reach Croatoan Island, but a hurricane forced them to return to England.  

 

The English were never successful in locating the lost colonists of Roanoke. Many theories 

exist to what happened to these people. They could’ve went with the Croatoan Indians, 

moved farther inland with the Algonquian, or moved eastward to Hatteras Island. 

Archeologists continue to unearth the area looking for clues, but the lost colony of Roanoke 

may remain a mystery forever. 
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The Lost Colony of Roanoke 

Comprehension Questions & Map 
 

Name ___________________________ Date ______________ Class ______ 
 

Directions: Answer the questions below about the Lost Colony of Roanoke passage. Use complete 

sentences. If you need more space, feel free to use the back of this handout. 
 

1. Who was commissioned by the Queen of England to establish a charter in the New World? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

2. How many voyages were made to Roanoke Island? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. According to the text, what did White find when he returned in 1590? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What are three theories of what could have happened to the colonists that were left on Roanoke 

Island? 
 

Theory Theory Theory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

5. In your opinion, what do you think happened to the lost colony of Roanoke?  
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Map Skills 
Directions: You may need to use a book or the internet for some reference for this part. Do the 

following on the map below: 

1. Locate the island of Roanoke. Draw an “X” on the map where it is located. Then label it. 

2. Locate the Atlantic Ocean and label it. 
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An Informational Text Activity 

  Jamestown Fort 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much is known about the people of Jamestown, especially John Smith and John Rolfe. But 

the fort that was built upon the land in 1607 proved to be the most important element of the 

new colony’s survival. 

 

On May 13, 1607, Englishmen set foot on what was to be the first permanent English colony in 

America. There were 144 settlers and sailors that made the voyage aboard three ships: the 

Susan Constant, Godspeed, and Discovery. Established by the Virginia Company of London, 

the settlement would be called Jamestown, in honor of King James I of England. 

 

The fort needed to be constructed because the colonists were 

under attack from the Powhatan Indians soon after they arrived. 

They constructed a triangular fort in just 19 days. The walls of the fort 

were made with planks and posts. The east and west walls were 100 

yards long each. The south wall was 140 yards long and connected 

to both the east and west sides. This gave the fort a triangular 

appearance. Each side measured roughly fourteen feet high. 

Bulwarks, or raised areas, were built at each corner of the fort to 

support artillery. 

 

The first buildings that were erected had specific functions. The storehouse was built to hold 

supplies and exports. An Anglican church was also ordered to be built so the colonists could 

continue to practice their religion. A guardhouse was also needed to be built to coordinate 

military activity. After those structures were built then the living quarters, blacksmith shop, 

and other structures could be built. 

 

Daily life consisted of military drills, guard duty, and expeditions for profit making. They still 

believed that there was a way to reach the Orient in order to obtain the riches of spices and 

silk. None of the expeditions into the wilderness were fruitful. Because the colonists spent 

more time trying to become rich instead of survival, food supplies ran low and they needed 

to reach out to the local Indians for food. 



Copyright © Wise Guys 

 

John Smith realized that defense had to be a priority. He drilled the 

colonists to prepare them for any Indian or Spanish attack. They took turns 

guarding the fort in shifts so the others could rest. The main weapons they 

had at the time were muskets, swords, and body armor. The body armor 

proved very effective against arrows from the local Indians.  

 

Much of the fort burned down in 1608, but it was quickly  

repaired. The fort encompassed about one acre on the  

banks of the James River. The colonists continued to use  

the fort and began growing tobacco, which helped the  

colony of Jamestown grow. 

 

The fort fell into disrepair in the 1620s and the fort and much of the land became 

abandoned after the colonial government was moved inland to Williamsburg in 1699. 

Jamestown Island became a tobacco plantation until the ground could no longer sustain 

the cash crop. 

 

James Fort was the first permanent English settlement in the New World. It provided shelter 

from the local Indians and led to the arrival of more colonists who could live and prosper off 

the land. Without the success of James Fort, American history would’ve been changed. 
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The Jamestown Fort 

Comprehension Questions 
 

Name ___________________________ Date ______________ Class ______ 
 

Directions: Answer the questions below about the Jamestown Fort passage. Use complete sentences. 

If you need more space, feel free to use the back of this handout. 
 

1. How many ships came on the first voyage, and what were their names? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why did the fort need to be built first before the colonists did anything else? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. According to the text, what did daily life consist of for the first arrivals? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Why were their weapons effective against warding off Indian attacks? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Why was the fort eventually abandoned? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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An informational Text Activity 

The Surrender at  

Appomattox Court house 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the afternoon of April 9, 1865. Confederate General Robert E. Lee has fought valiantly for 

the past four years as the lead commander of the Northern Virginia forces under the 

presidency of Jefferson Davis. Cutoff from supplies and surrounded on all fronts, Lee is forced 

to surrender, which will effectively end the Civil War even though small battles took place 

through June of that same year. This monumental day in American history took place in the 

area known as Appomattox Court House, Virginia. 

 

General Lee did surrender to the Union General Ulysses S. Grant on that day in April. But the 

location of the surrender did not occur at the actual courthouse. There are two reasons why 

this did not take place. First, it was Palm Sunday and all government offices were closed to 

honor the Sabbath. Second, the Union would not want the surrender to occur in a 

Confederate government building. The North did not recognize the Confederate States of 

America and did not want the signing of the surrender to take place in a building bound by 

the laws of the South. So the McLean house was chosen, which was within walking distance 

from the courthouse. 

 

The surrender had been discussed for three days during the battle of Appomattox Court 

House. Correspondence was sent between Grant and Lee on the battlefield. Messengers 

delivered hand-written notes between the two on various occasions. Grant had given Lee 

the choice of where he wanted the surrender to occur. Lee had chosen the McLean house 

which- part of the Appomattox Court House area. 

 

Appomattox Court House, Virginia 
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General Lee arrived at 1 PM dressed in his best military uniform. General 

Grant arrived about a half an hour later, dressed in his uniform but with 

muddy boots. Both men met in McLean’s parlor and discussed the terms 

of the surrender. The discussion lasted about ninety minutes. When all was 

said and done, the Confederate soldiers and generals were to be issued 

parole papers, which meant the men were free to go as long as they 

upheld the beliefs of the United States of America. They were also allowed 

to take their horses with them, which was huge because many of them 

were farmers and needed their horses for work. President Abraham 

Lincoln and General Grant knew the importance of beginning the healing 

process from this bloody war. These were the first steps to help the country 

mend.  

 

On April 12, 1865, the formal surrender ceremony began. Union General Chamberlain 

assembled his troops along the road leading to Appomattox Court House. As the 

Confederate soldiers approached, Chamberlain ordered “shoulder arms”- a sign of respect 

to the opposition. Seeing this, the Confederate soldiers did the same in return as they 

approached the surrender location. The soldiers put down their arms and were then issued 

parole papers, setting them free from the bondage of war. They were now allowed to return 

to their homes in the South.  

 

The surrender at Appomattox Court House put in motion the end of the bloodiest war in 

American history. It was a time for reunification of the states and a time for slavery to 

officially end. The healing process for the United States had begun. 
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The Surrender at Appomattox Court House 

Comprehension Questions & Map 
 

Name ___________________________ Date ______________ Class ______ 
 

Directions: Answer the questions below about the Appomattox Court House passage. Use complete 

sentences. If you need more space, feel free to use the back of this handout. 
 

1. Who were the commanding generals for the Union and the Confederacy during the Civil War?  
 

Union General Confederate General 

  

 

 
 

2. In which building did the official surrender occur? Why didn’t it occur at the courthouse?  
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What did General Chamberlain order his Union troops to do when the Confederate soldiers came 

to surrender? Why was this important? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. According to the text, what are parole papers and why were they issued? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Who was President of the Union and of the Confederacy during this time? 
 

President of the Union President of the Confederacy 
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Map Skills 
Directions: You may need to use a book or the internet for some reference for this part. Do the 

following on the map below: 

1. The capital of the Confederacy was Richmond, Virginia. Draw an “X” on the map where 

Richmond is located. Then label it. 

2. The Union capital was Washington DC. Draw an “X” on the map where Washington DC is 

located. Then label it. 

3. Provide the location for Appomattox Court House, Virginia by placing an “X” on its location. 

Then label it.  

 


