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Instructions, Grading Rubric, CCSS Aligned 
 

Overall Purpose of Activity: 
The overall purpose for this activity is for students to understand the key components 

(leads, claims, support, etc.) that need to be included when writing a persuasive piece.  
 

Included in this bundle:   
 Teacher Tips & Lesson Plan Handout (4-pages)  

 Persuasive Writing Student Handout (4-pages) 

 Persuasive Writing Teacher Example (4-pages) 

 Business and Friendly Letter Examples (2-pages) 

 Business and Friendly Letter Templates (2-pages) 

 Business and Friendly Letter Formats (1-page) 

 Compare/Contrast Venn diagram (1-page) 

 Compare/Contrast Answer Key (1-page) 

 Revising/Editing Checklist Business Letter (1-page) 

 Revising/Editing Checklist Friendly Letter (1-page) 

 Grading Rubric with CCSS Component (1-page) 
 

 

“Create a Movie” Optional Activity 
 Create a Movie Persuasive Letter Teacher Handout (4-pages) 

 Create a Movie Persuasive Letter Student Handout (1-page) 

 Create a Movie Persuasive Letter Grading Rubric (1-page) 

 Create a Movie Persuasive Letter Ticket Stubs (2-pages) 
 

Silly, Short Story Optional Activity 
 Silly, Short Story Teacher Tips handout (3-pages) 

 Silly, Short Story Student Handout (1-page) 

 Silly, Short Story Examples (4-pages; 8 examples) 

 Silly, Short Story Grading Rubric (1-page) 
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 Read thru the following daily lessons and tips. These are only suggested steps and 

procedures. You may have to adjust/modify to fit your class and writing schedule.  

 There are also two other optional activities included in this bundle. One is to have 

your students practice writing sentences, and the other is for further practice with 

the persuasive writing process. Use these as needed. 

 Print out any necessary handouts.  

 An example for the persuasive writing process is provided for you to use with your 

students. You can use the example (cell phone use while driving) or if you have 

time, you can create your own to fit a relevant topic that your students may be 

more interested in. 
 

Day 1: Introduction 
 Inform students that they will be writing a persuasive letter (friendly letter, business 

letter, letter to an editor, etc.). 

 Discuss “persuasion.” Have someone look it up in the dictionary. Ask your students if 

they have ever persuaded someone to do something or vice versa. 

 Get input from students of how one can be persuaded in school (playing a game, 

choosing a lunch, reading a book, spreading rumors, name calling, doing 

homework, etc.). 

 Discuss how persuasion is used in society. Share examples such as smoking, drug 

prevention, buying a product, viewing an upcoming movie, eating a certain food, 

etc.  

 Possibly share some commercials from the Internet that use persuasion (or magazine 

advertisements). 

 Brainstorm examples to write about (joining Cub Scouts, global warming, being a 

friend, etc.). Possibly allow students to look at newspapers for ideas about any 

problems that are a “hot topic” in their own city such as street repair, funding of a 

local park, etc. 

 Make sure you have the “Persuasive Writing Student Handout” copied off for the 

next day. 
 

Day 2: The Step-by-Step Process & Brainstorming 
 Provide your students with the “Persuasive Writing Student Handout”. 

 Then model with the students the 9-step process by using the example topic 

provided (“Cell Phones and Driving”). If you have time, you can create your own to 

fit a relevant topic that your students may be more interested in. 

 Have students brainstorm their own topics. They can write their ideas down on their 

handouts. 

Persuasive Writing 
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Day 3: First Few Steps 
 Have your students share some of the topics that they brainstormed from previous 

lesson. 

 In more detail, work through and model Purpose, Audience, and Main Claims steps 

using the “Cell Phones and Driving” example provided. 

 Have your students work on the writing steps that you modeled (Purpose, Audience, 

and Main Claims). 
 

Day 4: Last Few Steps 
 Have your students share what they came up with for Purpose, Audience, and Main 

Claims. 

 Using the “Cell Phones and Driving” example that is provided, work through the last 

few steps. 

 Have students work on the writing steps that you modeled. 

 This may take another class period to complete. 
 

Day 5: Effective Leads & Conclusions 
 Have your students share what they came up with for the steps introduced in 

previous lesson. 

 Introduce effective leads (see “Cell Phones and Driving” example). Possibly share 

any student examples from previous years or one that you created.   

 Have students write two leads and then possibly have a classmate choose which 

lead works best. 
 

Days 6 & 7: Letter Format 
 Share the formats of a business and friendly letter. 

 If time, have students identify differences by using the Venn diagram handout. An 

answer key is also provided. If you decide to do this, you can make copies of 

business and friendly letters and format pages that are provided and have your 

students work in pairs or groups to compare and contrast the different formats.  

 You can also have students identify in each of the letters the audience, purpose, 

main claims, support, etc. 

 Discuss as a class when students are finished. 
 

Day 8-10: Writing the First Draft 
 Have students begin writing the first draft of their persuasive letter.  

 Remind students that they should use the step-by-step handout as a guideline.  

 Students may need 2-3 class periods for the first draft. 
 

Day 11: Sharing of Drafts 
 Have students share their first drafts of their letters in small groups to see if classmates 

can provide any ideas. 

 Some students may have to look up addresses in phone book or on the Internet. 
 

Day 12: Revising/Editing  
 Discuss the revising/editing checklist and model how the process looks and sounds 

like. 

 If you have a document camera, you can model with a student’s writing.  

 At this point, you may want to collect the letters, read them, and make any 

suggestions. 
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Day 13 & 14: “Final” Draft & Sending Letters 
 This day should be set aside for final drafts. 

 You can either choose to have your students type them up or hand write them. 

 You may have to allow a couple of class periods for this. 

 After correcting any mistakes with letters, model how to address the envelope. You 

may be surprised with the number of students who need help with addressing letters 

! 

 Buy some postage and send out any letters that have to be mailed. 

 

Common Core Standards Addressed 
The following Common Core State Standards are addressed with this persuasive writing activity: 
 

 

Grades 3, 4 & 5: Text Types and Purposes 
3.1- 5.1:  Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view wit reasons and information.  

 Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in 

which related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose. 

 Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.  

 Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 

 Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

 

Grades 3, 4 & 5: Production and Distribution of Writing 
 3.4 - 5.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

 3.5 - 5.5: With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

 
 
 

Grades 6, 7, & 8: Text Types and Purposes 
6.1 - 8.1:  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

 Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 

 Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and 

demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 

 

Grade 6, 7, & 8: Production and Distribution of Writing 
6.4 - 8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

6.5 -8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
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Name ___________________________________ Date ____________________ Class ________ 
 

Step 1: Brainstorm 
On the paper below, brainstorm some possible topics that you would like to persuade 

someone to do. Some ideas are provided for you in the chart below. When you are finished 

brainstorming, circle the topic that you will write about. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Possible Persuasive Choices 
Showing support of something 

Reading a book 

Buying a product 

Going to a certain store 

Visiting a to a website 

Joining a club (Boy Scouts, YMCA …) 

Changing a lifestyle 

Liking a sport 

Dressing a certain way 

Watching a certain movie series 

Preventing teasing 

Encouraging others to not steal 

Encouraging others to not smoke 

Choosing good friends 

Adopting a child/pet 

Encouraging others to recycle 

Spreading kindness, not rumors 

Being careful with social media 

Encouraging others not to cheat 

Donating to a charity 
 

Persuasive 
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Step 2: Audience 
Who is your audience? Is your audience your classmates, friends, readers who agree with  

your position, readers who disagree, etc.? 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Step 3: Purpose 
What purpose do you have in mind for this paper? Is it to call people to action, to provide 

information about a topic, to get people to change their ways, to expose people to a new 

point of view, etc.? 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How do you plan to publish your story (as a pamphlet, as a letter that you will send to 

someone, as an editorial that you would see in the newspaper, etc.)? 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Step 4: Main Claim 
Make a main claim that you can defend. Your claim must be clear and well stated. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 5: Support 
Develop good support for your argument.  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explain to the reader why the support deserves his/her acceptance as evidence.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Step 6: Objections 
Consider possible objections to your claim. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 7: Response to Objections 
Make clear your response to the objections against the opposing arguments. Respond to  

the opposing side and their arguments. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Step 8: Final Plea (Conclusion)   
Make a final plea so your view is accepted.  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Step 9: Effective Lead (Introduction)  
What would be a few ways to introduce your letter? 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 


