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Purpose of Creative Math Activity: 
The purpose of this activity is to have your students participate in a challenging, 
yet engaging math activity where they plan a vacation of a lifetime. Students will 
research the Internet for a dream vacation destination. They will need to submit 
their proposal of total expenses to a fictional World Vacation Committee (WVC). 
 

Materials Included*: 
*All documents are in PDF and include a color version AND a printer-friendly version. 
 

 Introductory Scenario Handout (2-pages) 
 My Vacation Plans Handout (1-page) 
 Travel Expense Handout (3-pages) 
 Lodging Expense Handout (1-page) 
 Attractions Expense Handout (2-pages) 
 Meals Expense Handout (1-page) 
 Souvenir Expense Handout (1-page) 
 Total Expense Handout (1-page) 
 Vacation Planning Helper Handout (1-page) 
 WVC Submission Acceptance Certificate (1-page) 
 Project Choices Handout (1-page) 
 Grading Rubric (1-page) 
 Teacher Tips Handout (2-pages) 
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Teacher Tips and Hints: 
1. Read through the entire Teacher Tips handout and the rest of the handouts 

before you begin this activity.  
2. After reading through the handouts, copy off any materials that you feel are 

needed.  
3. These Vacation of a Lifetime handouts are designed for individual work, but 

students can work with a partner or a group. If you choose to have students 
work with a partner or a group, you may just want to share with them that 
they will only need to figure out the costs for one person. 

4. You may find it helpful to create a PowerPoint of possible places to visit or 
find a DVD or a video from the Internet on exciting places to visit.  

5. Introduce the Vacation of a Lifetime project using the “Introductory 
Scenario”. It is up to you if you want to provide one for each student or 
simply share it with your students.  

6. Once the project has been introduced, have students do some research on the 
Internet for possible vacation destinations. Once students have determined a 
vacation destination, have them fill out the “My Vacation Plans” handout. 

7. Have students share their vacation ideas to the rest of the class. 
8. After your students have chosen a vacation destination, pass out and discuss 

all of the expense handouts. It’s not on any student handout, but you will 
want to make sure students spend at least $2,000 (and, of course, no more 
than $6,000).   

9. Remind students that they have to submit their vacation proposals to the 
WVC (which is you). If approved, then they receive a certificate and can pack 
their suitcases! 

10. Provide students a few days to research and complete the needed expense 
handouts. Included in this bundle is a “Vacation Planning Helper” handout. 
This handout is intended to help your students who are struggling to find 
prices for meals and souvenirs. It is also intended to help those students who 
are using a car to drive to their destination. 

11. You may find it helpful at some time to share with your students the “Project 
Choices” handout. 

12. Once your students complete their vacation proposals,  
you will need to look them over. It is up to you whether  
or not you choose to use the grading rubric provided and  
look over every detail of their proposals or come up with  
your own way of assessing student learning. 

13. If a vacation proposal looks good, then you can provide  
the student with a certificate. Once the student receives their  
certificate, they can begin work on a project choice. 

14. In the end, have students share their vacation of a lifetime  
experiences. You may also find it helpful to hear what your  
students thought about this engaging math project. 

 


