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Purpose of Activity:  
The purpose of this activity is to engage your students as they design a new city 

for their state on a four-quadrant grid. Students will need to follow certain 

specifications set forth in the Coordinate City Contract.  This activity 

reinforces the concept of plotting points and using coordinates (“X” axis & “Y” 

axis). 
 

Coordinate City Materials Included:  
 Color Student Handout (2-pages) 

 Printer Friendly Student Handout (2-pages)  

 Four-Quadrant Grid Template (1-page) 

 Business Card Template (1-page) 

 Grading Rubric (1-page) 

 8 Vocabulary Cards (2-pages) 

 Acceptance Certificate (6 per page) 

 Teacher Tips Handout (2-pages) 

 Project Examples 
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Teacher Tips:  
 Read through all of the documents and copy off any needed handouts. 

 Before introducing Coordinate City, teach your students the 

concepts/vocabulary associated with locating and plotting 

coordinates on a four-quadrant grid. 

 Once you feel your students have an understanding about 

coordinates, introduce Coordinate City. Read and discuss with your 

students the student handout (contract and specifications). 

 Show your students some Coordinate City examples (good and poor) 

so they get a visual of what their city could look like. 

 You may also want to have on hand various examples of maps of 

cities so students can see how a grid system is used in real life. 

 You will want to have extra 4-quadrant grid paper on hand. 

 Have a wide variety of colored pencils, crayons, and/or markers 

available for students to use. Many of these supplies the students 

should have in their desks. Colored pencils may work best. 

 You may also want to have rulers and protractors on hand.  

 Not only do students need to design a city, but they will also be 

asked to create three questions about their city. These questions 

should relate to distance between two places, identifying a certain 

coordinate to the entrance of a specific place, or directions from one 

place to the other. Students will also need to have an answer key.  

This part is probably the most important part of the project as it 

provides you with valuable information for determining if a student 

understands the concept of coordinates. 

 When your students have completed their cities, have them share in 

small groups of as an entire class. If they share, just have them 

share their theme and 2-3 other interesting things about their city. 

 There is a grading rubric provided for this project. Feel free to use 

the one provided or create one on your own. 

 Also included in this bundle is an Acceptance Certificate. It is up to 

you how you want to use this and what qualifies a student to receive 

one. 

 Remember to take some digital pictures of some cities for students 

to see the following year. Visuals truly help students understand 

what is expected of them and what a final product should look like. 
 
 
 


