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The following pages are intended to help  

you, the teacher, ensure that your students  

are successful with this activity. Enjoy the  

process of learning and teaching!   
 

Activity Objective:   
The main objective for this activity is to get your students up and moving to 

engage them while learning about how to identify the main idea and 

supporting details. In the end, this activity will help build a stronger 

understanding of the key components needed to write an effective non-fiction 

summary.  
 

Activity Bundle Contents: 
 Six sets of Main Idea/Supporting Detail cards (animals, transportation, 

holidays, subjects, continents, and sports); each set contains 30 cards 

 A teacher answer key for the six sets of cards 

 One set of blank Main Idea/Supporting Detail cards for teacher to create 

his/her own topic 

 One set of example cards (Farm Animals) 

 One Main Idea, Supporting Details, & Summarizing Slideshow (20 slides)  

 Two graphic organizers to help students identify main idea & supporting 

details 

 Common Core Student Reflection Form 

 Teacher Tips & Guidelines handout 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Idea and Supporting Details 

Teacher Tips 
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Teacher Tips: 
 Before the activity, you will want to decide which set of cards you would 

like to use with your class. There is a blank set if you choose to create your 

own topic. Once you decide on a topic, print off the set and cut them up 

to be ready to hand out to students. 

 Included in each set are 1 Main Idea card and 29 Supporting Detail cards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The “Main Idea and Detail Answer Key” handout will help you understand 

how the activity should turn out (see “Using the Teacher Answer Key” 

section of this handout).  

 For this activity, students will receive a card from you and then are asked 

to arrange themselves in some sort of physical way that would represent 

the main idea and supporting details. An example of this may be for the 

one student holding the main idea card to stand tall (or possibly on a 

stable table), students with the supporting detail cards stand, and 

students with the detail cards kneel on the floor. But this will really be up to 

the students to decide. It’s also important to not let the students know the 

topic beforehand. This is part of the process. 

 A discussion beforehand would be a good idea. You could  

even use the smaller set of example cards (“Farm Animals”)  

with ten of your students. For this activity, choose ten students  

and hand them a card. Tell them to look at their cards and  

then try to determine which card (Farm Animals) represents  

the other cards. This card is the main idea. The pig, duck,  

sheep, and cow cards are supporting details. The oink, quack,  

webbed feet, baaaaa, and moooo cards are details that  

relate to the supporting details. Have them illustrate this somehow. 

 You may want to show the “Main Idea, Supporting Details, Summarizing” 

slideshow to help introduce the topic. This will take about 30-45 minutes. 
 
 
 

Main  

Idea 

Supporting  

Details 
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Using the Teacher Answer Key: 
 The Teacher Answer Key will help you understand what belongs under 

each Main Idea.  

 Just a reminder, there are a total of 30 cards in each set (1 main idea 

card & 29 other supporting detail cards). If a word is underlined, that 

means the word is a detail of the word directly above it. In the example 

below, “Sports” is the main idea, “Hockey” is a supporting detail, “Puck” is 

a detail under “Hockey”, and “Black” is a detail under “Puck”. So, in this 

case, students would have to be in that order. “Checking” is a detail 

under the supporting detail “Hockey”. 
 

Main Idea: Sports 
 
 

Supporting Details 
 

Hockey Football Basketball Tennis 

Details 

Puck 

Black 

Checking 

Linebacker 

Touchdown 

 

Hoop 

3-Pointer 

 

Wimbledon 

England 

Racquet 
 
 

Supporting Details 
 

Baseball Gymnastics Swimming Track & Field 

Details 

Home Run 

Outfield 

Right fielder 

Left fielder 

Center fielder 

Balance beam 

Uneven bars 

 

 

Breast stroke 

Pool 

Pole Vault 

100 meter dash 

 

 
 

 If you have less than 30 students, then you will need to take some cards 

out. Do this with some thought and be careful to leave the main idea 

card in the set. 

 If you have more than 30 students, then have these students become 

“helpers” for the group to get organized or you can partner students up. 
 

Extension Activity: 
 The graphic organizers are for students to use if you assign them to read a 

non-fiction article/book.  

 Students could use one of these to write a detailed summary. 
 

Common Core Reflection Form (Optional): 
 The reflection form is to be used at the end of a discussion after the 

activity. 

 For this, students will reflect on the CCSS that was being focused on. Refer 

to the standards on the following page. 
 

 
 



Copyright © Wise Guys 2016  

 
 

Common Core State Standards: 
This activity is aligned to the CCSS. It is important that you review the CCSS that 

the students will focus on for this activity. Ask your students what they think the 

standard means and discuss. 
 
Key Ideas and Details 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
 

Grade Standard 2 at Each Grade Level 
 

Grade  

3 

 

Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 

support the main idea. 

 

 

Grade  

4 

 

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

 

 

Grade  

5 

 

Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 

key details; summarize the text. 

 

 

Grade  

6 

 

Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 

 

Grade  

7 

 

Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over 

the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 
 

 

Grade  

8 

 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary 

of the text.  

 
 

 

Grades  

9-10 

 

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

 
 

 

Grades  

11-12 

 

Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over 

the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 

produce a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 
 

We certainly hope this activity 

proves to be an enjoyable learning 

experience for your students. 



Using Main Ideas 

& Details to Write 

a Summary 
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The Summary Game 
“Welcome, Folks! This is a show like 
no other- a show that will test your 
true ability in identifying the main 
idea and supporting details in what 
you have read and be able to use 

that information to write a 
summary. So, get out your reading 

notebooks, sharpen up those 
pencils, and put on your thinking 

caps as we begin the search for the 
next Mrs. or Mr. Summary!”  



First Round 

“The Main Idea” 

“The main idea is the most 
important thought or 

concept of a paragraph or 
part of the text. It can 

also be the main message 
or moral of the story.” 



The Main Idea 
 

Question Number 1 

This is for 25 “Summary” points! 
 

Can you identify the Main Idea of the following paragraph? 
 

Mars is named after the ancient Roman god of war because of the red planet's 

bloody color. The ancient Greeks named the fourth planet from the sun after their 

god of war, Ares. Other civilizations gave the planet names based on its color. For 

example, the Egyptians named it "Her Desher," meaning “the red one”, while ancient 

Chinese astronomers dubbed it “the fire star.” 

 

A. Mars is the fourth planet from the sun. 

B. Ancient Chinese dubbed the planet “the fire star”. 

C. The many names given to Mars are because of its 
reddish color. 

D. Mars may have some living creatures on it. 
 

 



The Main Idea 
 

Question Number 1 

If you answered “C”, give yourself  

25 “Summary” points! 
 

 

Mars is named after the ancient Roman god of war because of the red planet's 

bloody color. The ancient Greeks named the fourth planet from the sun after their 

god of war, Ares. Other civilizations gave the planet names based on its color. For 

example, the Egyptians named it "Her Desher," meaning “the red one”, while ancient 

Chinese astronomers dubbed it “the fire star.” 

 

A. Mars is the fourth planet from the sun. 

B. Ancient Chinese dubbed the planet “the fire star”. 

C. The many names given to Mars are because of its 
reddish color. 

D. Mars may have some living creatures on it. 
 

 



Second Round 

“Supporting Details” 
“Yes… you are correct! 
Supporting details are 

bits of important 
information from a 

selection of reading that 
relate to the main idea 

and help explain the main 
idea more in depth.” 



Supporting Details 
 

Question Number 1 

This is for 25 “Summary” points! 
 

Can you identify two supporting details of the following paragraph? 
 

Main Idea: Leatherback Sea Turtles 

Leatherbacks are the largest turtles on Earth, growing up to seven feet (two meters) 

long and exceeding 2,000 pounds (900 kilograms). These reptilian relics are the only 

remaining representatives of a family of turtles that traces its evolutionary roots back 

more than 100 million years. Once prevalent in every ocean except the Arctic and 

Antarctic, the leatherback population is rapidly declining in many parts of the world. 
 

A.The leatherback population is rapidly declining. 

B.Leatherbacks are relics. 

C. Leatherbacks are the largest turtles on earth. 

D. Leatherbacks can live a long time! 
 

 



Supporting Details 
 

Question Number 1 

If you answered “A” & “C”, give  

yourself 25 “Summary” points! 
 

Main Idea: Leatherback Sea Turtles 

Leatherbacks are the largest turtles on Earth, growing up to seven feet (two meters) 

long and exceeding 2,000 pounds (900 kilograms). These reptilian relics are the only 

remaining representatives of a family of turtles that traces its evolutionary roots back 

more than 100 million years. Once prevalent in every ocean except the Arctic and 

Antarctic, the leatherback population is rapidly declining in many parts of the world. 

A.The leatherback population is rapidly declining. 

B.Leatherbacks are relics. 

C. Leatherbacks are the largest turtles on earth. 

D. Leatherbacks can live a long time! 
 

If you have time, watch this short video about the Leatherback Turtle. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqbeI4lMnc&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL7082FAA52F0B22FB
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqbeI4lMnc&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL7082FAA52F0B22FB
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqbeI4lMnc&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL7082FAA52F0B22FB
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqbeI4lMnc&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL7082FAA52F0B22FB

