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Big Kill Devil Hill 
To learn how to control the air, the Wright Brothers began 
watching how birds took flight. They also knew that Ohio 
was not the best place for flight, so they packed up and 
moved to the Outer Banks area of North Carolina - a place 
where the oceanfront was wide and windy enough for flight. 
They found a place called Big Kill Devil Hill to test their 
glider from a higher point.  
 

This picture is from a hill looking down to 
where the first flights took place. In the 
distance you can see the glider shed and 
the living quarters. This hill was like the 
one the Wright Brothers would’ve used to 
test their first gliders. 
 



The Shed 
Here is a recreation of that same shed on the 
same location where the original one was 
built at the Wright Brothers National 
Memorial in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 

Living quarters 
This picture shows the living quarters of Orville and 
Wilbur Wright. There wasn’t much to this as they spent 
so much of their time working on their planes. It had a 
table and chairs for an eating area, a couple of beds and a 
smaller workshop in the back. 



After four years of working to perfect their 
aircraft, the two brothers woke up on December 
17, 1903 to make history. On a cold and windy day, 
Orville and Wilbur were able to successfully 
conduct four manned flights, each increasing in 
distance and time. The last of their four flights 
lasted close to a minute and traveled 852 feet. 
They had done it!  
 
The next slide will show the markers of each of 
their next three flights on the same day. 


