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Imagine being laughed at and made fun of for having an idea. Well, that is exactly what 

Orville and Wilbur Wright had to endure leading up to their historical flight on a cold windy 

day December 17, 1903 in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. These two men would change the 

way people travel around the world forever. 

 

Orville and Wilbur Wright were successful businessmen in Dayton, Ohio in the late 

1800s. They owned and operated a bicycle shop that proved prosperous. But 

Wilbur had another passion, flight. With two main events happening in a short 

period of time, the death of Otto Lilenthal, a German glider experimenter, and 

an unmanned model flight of Samuel Langley, Wilbur realized that he could 

possibly become the first person in the untamed sky. 

 

Watching Wilbur work, brother Orville joined the cause. In 1899, Wilbur requested literature 

from the Smithsonian Institute about aeronautics. The two brothers worked tirelessly over the 

next four years to make manned flight a reality.  

 

They began by watching how birds took flight to learn how to control the air. The 

Wright Brothers also knew that Ohio would not be a place where their dream 

would be possible, so they packed up and moved to the Outer Banks area of 

North Carolina after researching a place that would be hospitable for flight. In 

North Carolina, the oceanfront was wide and windy enough to help them see 

their vision come to fruition. They found a place called Big Kill Devil Hill to test 

their glider from a higher point. 

Wilbur Wright 

Orville Wright 
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The brothers used the kite gliders as early as 1901 but only one-third of 

expected lift was produced. It was a setback, but one that would not 

keep them grounded for long. In 1902 they were able to correct some of 

their mistakes. Orville and Wilbur used new lift calculations and were able 

to glide a craft over 250 times in two days. They worked on balancing the 

glider in both calm and windy conditions. They also knew that they had to 

control in three axes: roll, pitch, and yaw. There were many unsuccessful 

attempts due to miscalculations, but they knew they were closing in on 

something revolutionary. 

 

After four years of working to perfect their aircraft, the two brothers woke up on December 

17, 1903 to make history. On a cold and windy day, Orville and Wilbur were able to 

successfully conduct four manned flights, each increasing in distance and time. The last of 

their four flights lasted close to a minute and traveled 852 feet. They had done it! 

 

You may wonder how they were there able to fly a plane from a sandy surface. Well, the 

Wright Brothers created a 60-foot wooden rail with metal stripping so they could have a hard 

and smooth surface to propel their plane into the air. A restraining wire was the only thing 

keeping the plane grounded. When either brother mounted the plane, the other would 

release the wire, and with the help of their propellers they would be sent down the rail and 

the glider would be lifted into the air.  

 

In 1928, twenty-five years after their historic flight over 3,000 people from over forty nations 

came to Kitty Hawk to commemorate the global significance of the historical flight. The 

people watched as a monument was dedicated atop Big Kill Devil Hill. Orville and Wilbur 

Wright had accomplished what they had set out to do, put man in the air- changing the 

world forever. 
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The World’s First Flight at Kitty Hawk 

Comprehension Questions 
 

Name ___________________________ Date ______________ Class ______ 
 

Directions: Answer the questions below about the Wright Brothers passage. Use complete sentences. 

If you need more space, feel free to use the back of this handout.  
 

1. What occupation did the Wright Brothers have before taking up flying? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why did they pick the Outer Banks area of North Carolina to test their gliders? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. According to the text, what were some setbacks that the Wright Brothers endured? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. How were they able to fly a plane off the sandy ground? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. In your opinion, why was this first flight so important to the world? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


