
  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Purpose: 
Your students will be embarking on an exciting journey to become an expert with a topic of their choice. 
This project is intended to engage even your most difficult students because it allows them a choice in 
their learning. Genius Hour is designed to engage all to become passionate learners.  
 

Included in this Genius Hour bundle:  
 Genius Hour Teacher Tips handout 
 A Parent Letter 
 Introductory PowerPoint 
 Student Introductory handout 
 Planning Stage handout 
 Ideas handout (2 per page) 
 My Research handout  

 

 Note-Taking Cover Page handout 
 Bib Tips handout (4 per page) 
 Bibliography handout 
 Weekly Reflection handout 
 Presentation Toolkit (4 per page) 
 Certificates (2 choices) 
 Grading Rubric 

Resource Ideas: 
The Genius Hour project requires students to collect information. Electronic devices, computers, books, 
newspapers, and magazines are very helpful resources for this project. If your students do not have 
access to electronic technology, they will still find the process a valuable learning experience. Students 
may have to do some of their research at home or at the local public library where computers are more 
accessible. Also, do not forget people as a resource. There may be a way to reach out to individuals who 
are experts or who specialize in what a student is passionate about. People can be excellent resources 
for your students! 
 

Teacher Tips & Steps: 
1. First off, we have included 3 Internet links to help you. We apologize if for some reason a link gets 

discontinued. If this happens, you can easily do a search yourself and find useful videos. 
2. To begin, you may want to view this video to get an overview of what Genius Hour is all about.  
3. Read through all of the teacher tips and print off what you feel you need. 
4. Get your students fired up by showing your students the Introductory PowerPoint that is included 

in this bundle. It’s important that your students understand that they have a choice in their own 
learning. 

5. After showing the PowerPoint, show your students the process that they will go through by viewing 
this video.  

6. After the video, you may want to hand out the Parent Letter to your students. Be sure to read 
through the letter with your students and discuss any thoughts. 

7. Pass out the “Student Introductory” handout to and discuss. At this  
point, you may want to show your students some examples of  
guiding questions. You can also pass out the “Ideas” handout to help  
them out. Allow time for students to fill this out. This step is the most  
important step in the entire process. This is the step where your students  
will choose their own learning. It’s crucial that you sign-off on your students’ choices.  
 

Genius Hour… Where Passion Comes to Life 

Teacher Tips 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMFQUtHsWhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEQzKH7v0-Q
http://www.geniushour.com/2013/03/31/genius-hour-ideas/


Teacher Tips Continued… 
8. Once you feel your students have an understanding of what they will be working on, pass out the 

“Planning Stage” handout. This is where students will try to organize their thoughts and figure out 
any resources they need to be successful. 

9. The next step in the Genius Hour process is the research. At this time, pass out the “My Research” 
handout. Discuss with your students the information provided on the handout (research, 
bibliography, note-taking, etc.). The note-taking process is really up to you, but you may find it helpful 
for your students to record all of their notes in a notebook or on loose-leaf paper. After each day or 
time of research, students should fill out the “Note-Taking Cover Page” handout and then attach it 
to their notes.  

10. To help out with the bibliography, included in this bundle are two handouts (“Bib Tips” and 
Bibliograghy). The “Bib Tips” handout includes information on how to record three types of 
bibliographies (books, websites, & magazines/newspapers). The “Bibliography” handout is a teamplate 
that your students can use when recording their bibliographies. The way your students record their 
sources is up to you. These are only suggested ways.  

11. Also included is a “Weekly Reflection” handout where students can reflect on  
what they have already accomplished and what they need to focus on. 

12. Once the research process is nearing completion, you will want to talk about the presentation 
process. For this, you may find the “Presentation Toolkit” handout helpful for your students. 

13. Also included in this bundle are Genius Hour Certificates of Achievement and a Grading Rubric.  
 

Your Struggling Students: 
 
 
 
 
 

Once again, this project should provide motivation your students but like any assignment, there will still 
be some students who have a hard time getting started and working each day. These are the students 
that will need your guidance for the first few days and maybe well into the Genius Hour process. Here 
are some tips on how to connect with your struggling students: 

 Help them discover their interests and favorite activities. You may have to pry a little. 
 Take one of their interests/activities and ask them why they are passionate about it. 
 Model how their interests can be transformed into a project that they care about and can get 

excited about. 
 It will be important that you are as fired up as you can when helping these students come up with 

a guiding question. Showing them that you care about their project will hopefully help burn a fire 
within them! 

 Provide guidance in forming the question so it is not just a simple Google search answer. 
However, you may also have a few students where this is necessary.  

 Check-in with your struggling students daily. They may need guidance on where to begin and how 
to gather and summarize important information. 

 Allow your struggling students to do partner or small group shares with classmates to give them a 
platform to show their pride in their own projects. 

 Be there for them through the entire process. Your struggling students will notice the interest 
that you have in their learning! 

 



Introductory PowerPoint!! 
 

 
 
 

Parent Letter & Student Handouts!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflections, Helpers, & Rubrics!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


