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Brainstorm!!!

With a partner, make 
a list of all social 

studies topics, events, 
people, vocabulary, 

and things you know. 
See if you can break 
the record of 50. You 
have 3 minutes to do 

this… Ready… GO!!



Genius Hour Challenge

Now make a class 
list. See if your 

class has over 100 
different social 

studies topics! Go 
ahead- try it!
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Genius Hour: Social Studies!   

Introduction 
 

Name ___________________________ Date________________ Class_______ 
 

 

Passion drives what we all love and do. Without passion, the world would not be the way 

it is today. Passion is the motivation that we all need in order to be successful in life. Over 

the course of this Genius Hour Social Studies unit, it is my goal for you to use your passion 

in regards to understanding a social studies topic and to build upon it. In order to get 

started, I need to find out a little more information about you, the star of Genius Hour 

Social Studies.  

 
1. What social studies topic are you focusing on for this passion project?  

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why did you choose this social studies topic? 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. You now need to come up with a guiding question or project that will be the 

foundation for your Genius Hour Social Studies time in the classroom.  Use the ideas 

sheet that your teacher can provide you for a list of projects or come up with your 

own! 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Share your guiding question or project with your teacher. If your teacher signs 

below, it has met the requirements and has become your Genius Hour Social 

Studies project! 

 

 

Teacher signature ____________________________________________________ 
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Purpose:  
Your students will be embarking on an exciting journey to become an expert with a choice 

regarding a social studies topic. This project is intended to engage even your most difficult 

students because it allows them a choice in their learning. Genius Hour Social Studies is designed 

to engage all to become passionate learners.  
  

Included in Resource:  
▪ Genius Hour Teacher Tips (2-pages) 

▪ Editable Parent Letter (1-page; Word) 

▪ Introductory Slideshow (7-slides)  
▪ Student Introductory Handout (1-page) 

▪ Planning Stage Handout (1-page) 

▪ My Research Handout (1-page; 2 per page) 

▪ Genius Hour Ideas Handout (1-page) 

▪ Project Ideas Task Cards (5-pages; 16 cards)  
▪ Bib Tips Handout (1-page; 4 per page) 

▪ My Bibliographies Handout (2-pages) 

▪ Weekly Reflection Handout (1-page)  
▪ Presentation Toolkit (1-page; 4 per page)  
▪ Genius Hour Rubric (1-page) 

▪ National Curriculum Standards (7-pages)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genius Hour Ideas: 
The Genius Hour Social Studies project requires students to choose a way to show their 

understanding of a social studies topic. Electronic devices, computers, books, newspapers, and 

magazines can be helpful resources for this project if research is needed beyond their textbook. 

Students may have to do some of their research at home or at the local public library where 

computers are more accessible.  
 

Genius Hour: Social Studies  
Teacher Tips 
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Teacher Tips & Steps: 
⎯ Read through all of the teacher tips and print off what you feel you need. 

⎯ Get your students fired up by showing your students the Introductory Slideshow that is 

included in this resource. It’s important that your students understand that they have a 

choice in their own learning. 

⎯ After showing the slideshow, explain to your students that they will be choosing a project to 

do based on a social studies topic that they are passionate about.  

⎯ Hand out the Parent Letter to your students, read through it with your students, and discuss 

any thoughts. 

⎯ Pass out the Student Introductory Handout and discuss. At this point, you may want to show 

your students some examples of possible projects.  You can also share the Project Ideas 

Task Cards or the Genius Hour Ideas Handout to help them out. This step is the most 

important step in the entire process, as students will choose their own learning. It’s crucial 

that you sign-off on your students’ choices. Note: If you use the task cards, print off 4-5 sets 

in color, cut them up, and bind them together. Allow time for students to fill out the Student 

Introductory Handout. 

⎯ Once you feel your students have an understanding of what they will be working on, pass 

out the Planning Stage Handout. This is where students will try to organize their thoughts and 

figure out the resources they will need to be successful. 

⎯ The next step in the process is the research. Pass out the My Research Handout. Discuss with 

your students the information provided on the handout (research, bibliography, note-

taking, etc.). The note-taking process is really up to you, but you may find it helpful for your 

students to record all of their notes in a notebook or on loose-leaf paper. Some students 

may not need this step if they do not need to research.  

⎯ Included in this bundle are two handouts.  The Bib Tips Handout includes information on 

how to record three types of bibliographies (books, websites, & magazines/newspapers). 

The My Bibliographies Handout is a template that your students can use when recording 

their bibliographies. The way your students record their sources is up to you. These are only 

suggested ways.  

⎯ Also included is a Weekly Reflection Handout where students can reflect on what they 

have already accomplished and what they need to focus on for their project. You will 

need 2-3 copies for each student/group if you choose to use this. 

⎯ Once the research process is nearing completion, you will want to talk about the 

presentation process. For this, you may find the Presentation Toolkit Handout helpful for your 

students. 

⎯ Also included in this bundle is an optional Genius Hour Rubric.  

 

Your Struggling Students: 

Once again, this project should provide motivation for your students, but like any assignment, 

there will still be some students who have a hard time getting started and working each day. 

These students will need your guidance for the first few days and maybe well into the entire 

process. Here are some tips on how to connect with your struggling students: 

▪ It will be important that you are as fired up as you can when helping these students come 

up with a guiding question or project choice. Showing them that you care about their 

project will hopefully help burn a fire within them! 

▪ Provide guidance in forming the question or choosing the project.  

▪ Check-in with your struggling students daily. They may need guidance on where to begin 

and how to set goals each day. 

▪ Allow your struggling students to do partner or small group shares with classmates to give 

them a platform to show their pride in their own projects. 

▪ Be there for them through the entire process. Your struggling students will notice the 

interest that you have in their learning! 
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Genius hour Clip Art Credits 

 

 

 

 

We, Wise Guys, thank you for purchasing our resource.  

We take pride in our resources. Please take a look at  

the resources below that relate to Genius Hour and 

creativity. To view the resource, simply click on  

the image and the link will bring you to the product. 
 

Border clip art by 

Paula Kim Studio 

Clip art by… 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Genius-Hour-Unit-Plans-2094872
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Genius-Hour-Digital-Activity-Google-Slides-3953367
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Genius-Hour-Math-Unit-4593037
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Paula-Kim-Studio
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
http://edu-clips.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Genius-Hour-40-Plus-Classroom-Road-Signs-4993069
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Team-Building-Zoo-Escape-Room-Classroom-Community-Activity-3972934
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Geography-Escape-Room-Activity-4734922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ta-doodles-Illustrations

