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Purpose of Resource:   
The purpose of this resource is to teach your students about political maps by having them learn 
about the vocabulary and parts of a political map. Students will be constructing their own political 
maps based on a detailed checklist of requirements. 
 

Included in this resource is: 
 Political Map Teacher Tips (1-page) 

 Political Map Template (1-page)  
 Political Map Checklist and Rubric (1-page; 2 per page) 

 Political Map Extensions (1-page; 2 per page) 

 General Map Skills Vocabulary Matching Game (1-page) 

 Political Map Vocabulary Matching Game (1-page) 

 Rough Draft Example (1-page) 

 Final Draft Example (1-page) 
 

Materials not included: 
 Atlases 

 Black Sharpies to outline borders 

 Colored pencils  

 Rulers 
 

Teacher Tips:  
 In order for students to understand what a political map is, an atlas will be an essential tool for 

your classroom. Please make sure to have multiple copies on hand so students can access them 
throughout the project. 

 Display a political map in front of the class. If you have atlases, have students open up to a 
political map. Have a discussion about what they see on the map. This should lead into a 
discussion about cities, capitals, state and national boundaries. 

 Ask your students specific questions such as, “How can you tell the difference between states? 
How can you tell the difference between a city and a capital? Where is the compass rose? What 
does the scale show? How many miles is equal to one inch?” 

 You may want students to complete the general map skills and political map vocabulary 
activities before beginning their own maps. This will help them have a strong foundation of the 
meaning of the concepts included on a political map.  

 When students are ready to begin designing their own maps it will be important to go over the 
political map rubric checklist with them. It would be ideal to have a rough draft map and 
completed map as examples to show students. You will want students to refer to an atlas to 
help them with latitude and longitude. It would be a good idea for them to pick a continent or 
country and use the latitude and longitude of that area for their maps. The checklist is very 
detailed and will provide a solid tool for them to use to complete their map. 

 Provide various checkpoints throughout the process. It is good to stop and remind them of the 
requirements and maybe even do a mini-lesson on the board of how to include a scale and how 
to use latitude and longitude correctly. 

 If a student finishes the project before the others, have him/her work on the extension 
activities. 
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