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College Basketball  
Tournament Challenge 

Basketball Tournament Directions: As you know, the college basketball tournament turns 

the month of March into a frenzy- true madness and pandemonium. These activities will 

hopefully provide you with some extra challenges. Good luck! You will be playing against 

another “team” for this challenge. A “team” could be another classmate, another group 

of students, or another class. It’s up to you (or your teacher)! Below is the “scoreboard” 

for your game. Feel free to use tally marks or whatever you want to use to keep track of 

your score and your opponent’s score.   
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Timeout #1: Team Names & Players 
Timeout Strategy: Think of a name for your team and provide a roster of the players. If you are playing 

against another classmate, all you have to do is fill in the first row. If you are playing against another 

group, fill in the rows for the number of players. If you are playing against another class, choose five 

“starting” players. You can do this by drawing names out of a hat. Your opponent will do the same on 

a separate page like this. The numbers in parenthesis are the points you will earn. When you are 

finished filling out the table below, add up your points and add them to the “scoreboard” above.   
 

Team Name & Nickname: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Player Name (1) # (1) Height (2) Favorite Basketball Team (2) 
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Timeout #2: Last Four Teams 
Timeout Strategy: Without using an Internet or other source, fill in the table below about who you think 

the last four teams in the college tournament will be. Your opponent will do the same on a separate 

page like this. The numbers in parenthesis are the points you will earn. When you are finished filling out 

the table below, add up your points and add them to the “scoreboard” on the previous page.   
 

University Name (2) Nickname (2) State (3) 

   

   

   

   
 

Timeout #3: Word Madness 
Timeout Strategy: How many other words you can you create from the letters in “Madness Basketball”.  

You may want to put a time limit on this activity- sort of like a shot clock! Write your words on the 

“backboard” below. 2-3 letter words are each worth 1 point (free throw), 4-6 letter words are worth 2 

points (jump shot), 7-9 letter words are worth 3 points (3-pointer), and 10+ letter words are worth 4 

points (huge slam dunk plus a foul). When you are finished, tally up your points and add them to the 

“scoreboard” on the previous page. Whichever team has the most points, moves on in the tourney! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Championship 
Basketball

Game Board & 15 Game Cards
(Players compete against one 

another for highest score)



Geography 
Basketball

Geography of Basketball Team
(Locations, Physical Features, 
Capitals, Map Work, & more)



Networking 
Basketball

Social Networking Profile
(Create a Profile Page for 

Favorite Basketball Team)



Vocabulary 
Basketball

Use For Any Subject 
Area or Any Topic!
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Purpose of Activity: 
This basketball activity is meant to be a fun way for reviewing key vocabulary words for 

any topic being taught!  
 

Resource Roster:   
⎯ Vocabulary Basketball Teacher Tips (2-pages) 

⎯ Vocabulary Basketball Game Board (1-page) 

⎯ Vocabulary Template Handout (1-page) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pregame Warm-Up: 

1. Choose a subject area and then choose 15 vocabulary words. Write the 

vocabulary words in the top table of the “Vocabulary Template” handout. Repeat 

this process to the table on the bottom of the page. Now you have two templates 

on the page to save on printing. 

2. Print off enough copies of the “Vocabulary Template” for your students and cut in 

half. 

3. Hand out the “Vocabulary Basketball Game Board” and a half-sheet of vocabulary 

words to each student.  

4. Have each student write the 15 vocabulary words in the 15 basketballs on the 

game board. Students should write the words in random order.  

5. Using one of the half sheets of vocabulary words, cut up the vocabulary words and 

put them in a “hat”. These words can then be used for the basketball game. You 

will also want to have the definitions handy for this game. 

6. Break your class into two groups (or teams).  

7. For some extra engagement, have each team decide on a name that has 

something to do with the topic. For example, if the topic is geometry, your students 

may choose to be called the “Crandon High Triangles”. Write the team names 

under Home and Visitor on the board. 

8. Flip a coin to determine which team is the Home and Visitor Team. 

9. Your class is now ready to Shoot Hoops!! 

 

Vocabulary Basketball 

Teacher Tips 
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Let’s Play Ball! 

1. To begin the game, briefly remind students on how the game of basketball is 

played (three-pointers, fouls, etc.). Also remind them of sportsmanship. 

2. Somehow determine which team will get the ball first.  

3. “Draw” a vocabulary word from the “hat” and then read off the appropriate 

definition to the team with the ball. That team will then attempt to provide the 

correct vocabulary word. 

4. If the team chooses the wrong word, then it is a turnover and the other team would 

have the ball and be able to provide the correct answer.  

5. If the original team chooses the correct vocabulary word for the definition you 

provided, then everyone on that team should find that particular vocabulary word 

on their “Vocabulary Basketball Game Board”. Randomly choose a student on that 

same team to read off what it says on the offensive basketball (O= Slam Dunk! O=3-

Pointer! etc.). If the word on the basketball is “3-Pointer!”, that means that the 

“player” attempted a 3-point shot.  

6. To determine if the player was successful, you will then randomly ask a player on 

the other team to find the same vocabulary word on his/her game board and read 

off what it says for the defense (D). If it says “Blocked!”, then the shot was blocked 

and the other team gets the ball. If it would say “Good!” then the attempt was 

successful. Add the points to the appropriate team on the board. 

7. When a team scores a point, the other team has the ball and a new word is drawn 

and definition is read.  

8. That is how the game is played. Play as long as you like and have fun! 
 

Coaching Tips: 
⎯ The overall idea with this game is for students to have fun and learn the vocabulary 

words. For some extra fun and engagement, you can turn off the lights and play 

some music in the background to introduce the teams or “players”. You can even 

include how tall they are or another interesting tidbit about each player. Of course, 

the personality of the class will dictate what you can do. 

⎯ While the one team “has the ball”, you will also want to encourage each player on 

the “defensive” team to they think about what the correct vocabulary word is. 

⎯ You may end up going through the words several times- which is good. 

⎯ Note: In a normal basketball game, a foul shot (free throw) isn’t blocked. In this 

game, however, the scenario is possible. Have some fun with it if this occurs. Maybe 

someone has long arms or a fan jumped in and blocked it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


